
February Break
February Break is happening on Friday, 
February 16th and Monday, February 19th. 
There will be no school those days.  The Club 
will be offering camp.  Please contact Laura by 
emailing lbarrick@ffrc.net to sign your child 
up if you need camp.

New Staff
Please join us in welcoming Kyle Callaghan 
to the staff!  Ms. Frani needed a few less 
hours so we went searching for a perfect 
Franklin fit.  Kyle is a local college student, 
and he worked the camp program this past 
summer.  He came highly recommended by 
several staff he worked with this summer. Kyle 
came to visit us a few times and we showed 
him the ropes. He is ready to begin on  
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons in
February.
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Parent Teacher 
Conference
March 16th is Parent Teacher  
conferences.  The children will not have 
school.  The teachers will be contacting you 
about setting up an appointment time.

Leaving Staff

On a much sadder note, Mollie, the Bee Teacher, 
has accepted another job. Her last day will be 
Friday, February 2nd.  Julie Kane will be stepping 
in as the Bee Lead Teacher in the mornings.   
Annie will be stepping in for the afternoons. Both 
Julie and Annie have been with us for a while 
now.  Both have degrees and are highly qualified. 
Both already have rapport with the children.   

Ms. Hollie has also accepted another job. She 
was able to give us her two week notice and 
will be leaving us in February. We did our best 
to fill her hours with staff already employed by 
the Academy.  Ms. Chelsea has agreed to take 
on Tuesday afternoons. Monday and Friday 
afternoons we will have Ms. Claire here. Many 
of you know her because she is our Yoga 
teacher too.  She loves the children and she will 
be helping out in the Bee classroom.  

Our Dance/Movement instructor also gave us 
notice.  She too got a new job and will start 
in mid February.  The good news is, our Yoga 
teacher, Ms. Claire is interested in the  
position!  We were thrilled to be able to fill 
this position in house too.  The children know 
Ms. Claire and will be happy to be with her 
on Friday afternoons.  Ms. Erica will share 
her music and plans with Ms. Claire so there 
shouldn’t be a gap for the children.
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Teacher  
Appreciation 
Week May 7-11
A Sign Up Genius will be put out to Franklin 
Families as May approaches.  We are hoping to 
show the staff our appreciation by providing 
them with some snacks or a lunch that week.

Can’t be outside 
kinda weather
This is the time of year that families could be 
stuck inside for days or even weeks because of the 
weather.  We often hear parents say the children 
are spending extra time on their  
electronic devices.  Think about doing a  
puzzle, playing a board game, building a K-nex 
city, or making an awesome hot wheels track 
through the living room. A good blanket fort on 
the weekends is always a huge treat!   
Electronics are here to stay and will always be 
a part of your child’s life.  Time with you is pre-
cious!  Make time for both.  You will not regret it.

Homemade Play Dough
Mix:  5 cups flour; 1 cup salt; 2 Tbsp. alum
Boil: 4 cups water
Add: 6 Tbs. vegetable oil and food coloring to 
water
Stir: liquid ingredients into dry
Knead until smooth

Kool-Aid Play Dough
2 ½ cups flour
3 Tbs cooking oil
½ cup salt
2 cups boiling water
2 small packages unsweetened Kool-Aid
Mix dry ingredients.  Add oil and water.  Stir 
quickly, mixing well.  When cool, mix with
your hands.  Store in an airtight container

Family Fun Night 
/ Garden Party
Friday, April 27th is a date you definitely 
want to save.  The Franklin Families will be
invited to the preschool for some fun!  The 
children will do a little spring singing and we 
will have food and drinks to share.  We are 
hoping to give families some time to mingle
and enjoy each other’s company.  We would 
like to make it a “Garden” theme because
we will ask for donations for our garden and 
playground.  Lots more information will
come as that date gets closer.

When I Play With Blocks:
- I learn about balance.
- I use my imagination.
- I communicate with others
- I represent things through pretend play.
- I use math concepts such as patterning,   
  measurement, physics, sequencing, and 
  geometry.
- I am problem solving

Parents:
- Ask the child about their “plan”.
- Sit on the floor with the child if possible.
- Use the materials in the same way the child is.
- Encourage the child to solve a problem 
   before offering a solution.

Some things to say or not to 
say when responding to your 
child
Child: “Do you like my picture?”

Parent: “Wow, you mixed all the colors!”
“Look at the lines from the yellow and green 
crayons you used!”
It is helpful to let the child draw their own 
conclusions about their art and
tell you what they think.

Child: “I can’t do this.”

Parent: “It can be hard to cut with scissors.”
“I know you can’t, but if you could, what 
would you draw (do) first?”

If you tell a child that they can do something 
or that something is easy, you may set them 
up for feeling like they failed and discourage 
them. Acknowledge that it can be hard and 
turn a positive twist on things.
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